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FICCI-KAS Virtual Dialogues 

The New Normal Series 
 

Dialogue III: 
The Value of Sustainability in the New Normal 

 
Friday, May 15, 2020; 1100-1245 hrs 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://ficci.zoom.us/j/87186003243?pwd=ZmtlZ2tCUUVMeng5bjFKY0NaVGIzZz09 
Meeting ID: 871 8600 3243 

Password: 018344 
 

What does the New Normal mean for Sustainability: as a concept about conservation and mindful use of 

resources, as the application by industry and other state and non-state actors to their strategic blueprints 

and the global vision as encapsulated in the SDGs 2030 

Background 

 

FICCI in partnership with Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) organises the FICCI-KAS Virtual Dialogue Series 

on topics of strategic, geo-economic and contemporary relevance. The FICCI-KAS Virtual Dialogue series 

is an endeavour to stay connected, to exchange notes and to ideate on vital issues and concerns faced by 

society. The Dialogue brings together thought leaders and opinion shapers from across the spectrum. 

Context  

 

Given the global pandemic outbreak, the world is faced with the ‘New Normal’ in all aspects of life and 

work.  

While Dialogues one and two examined the ‘Future of Work’ and applied a ‘Gender Lens to COVID-19’ 

respectively, the third Dialogue in the ‘New Normal’ series examines the impact of the pandemic on the 

future of sustainability.  

The COVID-19 crisis has led to a monumental disruption of life at all levels: the most painful being the 

tragic loss of lives. A cause for great and growing concern is the potential long-term effect on the global 

economy and livelihood.  

The pandemic has also exposed several weaknesses in the global system including pockets of poverty, 

weak healthcare systems, gaps in education and most of all, a lack of global cooperation in tackling 

disasters of this scale.  

While we must adhere to the pragmatic approach of focusing on scaling up the immediate health 

response to curb the spread of COVID-19, it is also imperative to ensure that such a response stays 

connected to the goals set by the world for itself through the SDGs, albeit with some recalibration to 

adapt to the New Normal.  

https://ficci.zoom.us/j/87186003243?pwd=ZmtlZ2tCUUVMeng5bjFKY0NaVGIzZz09
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This FICCI-KAS Dialogue will assess the relevance of the concept of sustainability in the time of corona 

when resources- both human and material - are stretched to the maximum by state and non-state actors 

impacting all citizens on earth. 

Among the myriad definitions, sustainability has simply been defined as the ability to sustain or to put it 

simply, the capacity and spirit to endure.  

Sustainability as a concept has also been increasingly adapted by industry as a mandate to transform 

businesses to respect environmental limits while fulfilling social wants and needs. Sustainability has 

become an unmatched stage for innovation on strategy, design, manufacturing and brand equity, 

offering massive opportunities to compete and to adapt to a rapidly evolving world while serving the 

greater good.   

In today’s age, it is by no means certain that our society has the capacity to endure, at least in such a way, 

that the 7.6 billion people on earth are able to achieve a basic quality of life. The planet’s ecosystems are 

deteriorating. Consumption is already at an alarming level compared to availability of natural resources. 

And yet poverty and under development remain glaring challenges.  

Meanwhile, our globalized world is more interconnected and volatile than ever, making the vulnerable 

sections of society even more susceptible to global shocks.  

In this milieu what does the New Normal mean for sustainability: the broad concept about conservation 

and mindful use of resources, the application by industry and other state and non-state actors and the 

global vision encapsulated in the SDGs 2030. 

Objective 

 

The Third FICCI-KAS Dialogue aims to analyse how the future of sustainability appears in a world affected 

by this global pandemic. The Dialogue shall examine the following facets: 

o It is vital that all national policy responses place sustainability at the fulcrum of post COVID-19 

responses. Are governments and policy experts mindful of this and applying the sustainability lens to 

their initiatives? Why is it important to stay committed? How does leadership stay resilient and 

committed to sustainability? 

o The International Monetary Fund estimates that our world has entered into a recession, and while 

the full economic impact of the crisis is difficult to predict, preliminary estimates place it at US$2 

trillion. Would we see a regressive trend in the practices that do not support the goals of sustainable 

life and economic activity (Growth at any cost)?  

o Ratan Tata has said in a recent post that he trusts the new-age businessmen to innovate, adapt and 

find their way out of the current crisis. In the rush for survival and mitigating business losses, would it 

be possible to devote attention to staying committed to the organisational goals of sustainability that 

was becoming an organic part of company strategic blueprint? 

o Would the SDGs be recalibrated during this ‘Decade of Action’ that starts its countdown this year?  

o What does the COVID-19 crisis teach us about sustainability? Would the world be able to come up 

with unconventional and innovative solutions to solves the challenges posed by sustainability 

concerns and how would society grapple with the challenges and opportunities posed by the impact 

of the new normal on sustainability? 
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About the FICCI-KAS Webinar Series 

 

The FICCI-KAS Dialogue Series is an endeavour to bring together thought leaders, opinion shapers and 

subject experts to discuss topics of contemporary interest that are of high geo-economic and strategic 

relevance to India and the world. The Dialogue Series also covers topics of relevance to Indo-German 

cooperation. 

 

About the Partners 

FICCI-Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry 

Established in 1927, FICCI is the largest and oldest apex business organisation in India. Its history is closely 
interwoven with India’s struggle for independence, its industrialization, and its emergence as one of the 
most rapidly growing global economies. 

A non-government, not-for-profit organisation, FICCI is the voice of India’s business and industry. From 
influencing policy to encouraging debate, engaging with policy makers and civil society, FICCI articulates 
the views and concerns of industry. It serves its members from the Indian private and public corporate 
sectors and multinational companies, drawing its strength from diverse regional chambers of commerce 
and industry across states, reaching out to over 2,50,000 companies. 

FICCI provides a platform for networking and consensus building within and across sectors and is the first 
port of call for Indian industry, policy makers and the international business community. FICCI’s vision is 
to be the thought leader for industry, its voice for policy change and its guardian for effective 
implementation. 

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung 

Freedom, justice and solidarity are the basic principles underlying the work of the Konrad- Adenauer-
Stiftung (KAS). The KAS is a political foundation, with a strong presence throughout Germany and all 
over the world.  We cooperate with governmental institutions, political parties and civil society 
organizations building strong partnerships along the way. In particular we seek to intensify political 
cooperation in the area of development cooperation at the national and international levels on the 
foundations of our objectives and values. Together with our partners we make a contribution to the 
creation of an international order that enables every country to develop in freedom and under its own 
responsibility. The Konrad- Adenauer-Stiftung has organized its program priorities in India into five 
working areas: 

• Political Dialogue and cooperation 

• Foreign and Security Policy including Energy Policy  

• Economic policy and management   

• Rule of Law 

• Media and training programmes for students of journalism 

In implementing its project and programs the Foundation cooperates with Indian partner organisations, 
such as think tanks, Government and Non-Governmental Institutions. 


